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A PEACEFUL DEATHBED. 



'' We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved." — Acts xv. 11. 

" I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will €h>d bring with him." — 
1 Thess. iv. 13, U. 
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This brief narrative of some of the 
more prominent circumstances connected 
with the ilkiess and death of the late 
Earl of ErroU is drawn up, not for 4^he 
purpose of eulogizing the dead, but of 
glorifying the living God, and adding 
another testimony to the power of that 
" grace which reigns through righteous- 
ness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord." ] , For, of its triumphs over 
the natural propensities of the human 
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heart, and its tendency to Jift^it_aboTO 
the things of earth, and settle its affec- 
tions on things above, this . memorial 
cannot fitil to fiimish a striking illus- 
tration. 

It appears that, in consequence of 
the very delicate state of his health. 
Lord ErroU resolved, in the month of 
October, 1845, to quit England, and re- 
pair to Italy, in the hope that a change 
of climate would tend to arrest the 
progress of disease. But on his arrival 
at Paris, he found that the journey 
which he had contemplated would prove 
too fatiguing : and he therefore aban- 
doned the idea of proceeding further. 
Nothing remarkable occurred until the 
30th of November, when he was seized 
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with violent inflammation . of the lungs, 
and continued very unwell throughout 
the months of December and January. 
At this time, he begged to seie the Rev. 
R. Loyett, Chaplain to the Earl of 
Roden, who^ expressed himself much 
satisfied with the. state of his. Lordship's 
mind. On the 29th of January, more 
alarming symptoms having manifested 
themselves, Lady ErroU called in one 
of the most eminent practitioners in 
Paris, whose prescriptions seemed, for a 
fortnight, to afford him material benefit. 
But this amendment was only tenapo- 
rary : for now his strength gradually 
declined : although he was enabled, by 
th e mercy of God, to be present at the 
marriage of his second daughter. After 
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' this events being extremely anxious to 
return to England, he left Paris for 
Havre, attended by Lady Erroll, and his 
sister, Lady Isabella Wemyss ; where he 
remained until the Queen was graciously 
pleased to command that a government 
steamer should be sent over to convey 
him to Southampton. He landed on the 
30th of March, and after a day's rest, 
proceeded to London. From tins date, 
the malady made the most rapid strides : 
and on a consultation taking place on 
the 8th of April, he desired to be made 
fully acquainted with the opinion enter- 
tained by his medical advisers. In com- 
pliance with this urgent request. Lady 
Erroll ventured most cautiously and ten- . 
derly to aimounce to him their appro- 
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bensions, that» humanly speaking, bis 
case was hopeless. This distressing com- 
munication, which would have been 
to manj most appalling, he received 
with the greatest composure ; simply re- 
marking, ^I had no idea that it was / 
gone so far.'* 

On the evening of the 9th, inthecourse 
of conversation, he exclaimed to Lady 
Erroll, vnth the deepest feeling, and with 
remarkable energy of manner, **0h! 
dearest Lizzy ; if you but knew how I 
loathe sin ! how I loathe the recollection 
of the scenes of sin I have passed through, 
although almost all trace of them has 
passed away. If my life should be 
spared, I hope to prove the sincerity of 
what I now say." There is something 
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in this humble confession peculiarly char 
racteristic of genuine repentance : for it 
implies a deep and heart-felt sorrow for 
sin on account of its oum intrinsic hate- 
fulness and deformity: a sorrow which 
it is absolutely impossible for any one 
to experience who has not been taught 
by the Spirit of God ; whose office it is 
to " reprove the world of sin :" who has 
not been brought to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that Prince and Saviour, who is 
** exalted with the right hand of God to 
give repentance and remission of sins." 
And it may also be observed, that the 
resolution by which this confession is 
accompanied, manifests a conviction of 
the necessity to bring.forth " fruits meet 
for repentance," and a determination to 
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/cultivate that "holiness without which 
no man shall see the Lord." , 

On the following day, which was 
Good Friday, his Lordship and Lady 
Erroll read and prayed much together ; 
and onher saying to him, " From the tone 
of your mind, I cannot look upon this 
day as the most unhappy day of my life," 
he answered, " I consider it the happiest^ 
On Saturday, the 11th, he expressed a 
very strong desire to receive a visit from 
the Rev. Sparks Byers, to whom he had 
formerly entrusted the education of his 
son. Lord Kilmarnock, for two years. 
On this day, he received the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper; in the participa- 
tion of which he was joined by Lady 
Erroll, Lady Isabella Wemyss, and Lady 
Agnes Duff. Before Mr. Byers left the 
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house, and whilst remarking to Lady 
Enroll how much he had been gratified 
by all he had observed in the frame of 
Lord ErrolFs mind, he suggested to her 
Ladyship the importanceof pressing upon 
him the necessity* for a close and scru- 
tinizing inquiry into the ground of bis 
hope ; lest, at such a time, and under 
suchcircumstances, hemight, withoutdue 
investigation, and thorough conviction, 
appropriate to himself the promises of 
the Gospel. With reference to this in- 
terview. Lady ErroU, the next day ad- 
dressed to Mr. Byers the following re- 
marks. **I rejoice to say that Lord 
Erroll expressed the greatest comfort in 
havingreceived the Lord's Supperyester- 
day, and remained in a most peaceful 
and composed state all day. For myself, 
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I humbly trust, I trace the merciful hand 
of our heavenly Father in this hour of 
trial, and that this affliction is sent in 
mercy to m both : and I almost feel I 
could resign without a murmur this 
dearest of all earthly ties, were I con- 
vincedhis precious soul would be received 
into the mansions of bliss of which 
we read in the Holy Scriptures, should 
it please the Almighty to remove 
him from this world of sorrow and 
suffering. 

On Tuesday Mr. Byers had a some- 
what^Iengthened interview with his Lord- 
ship; during which he besought him to 
consider how essentiallynecessaryare "re- 
pentance towards God, and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ ;" and what encourage- 
ment we have to seek the aid of the 
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Holy Spirit to enable us to cultivate and 
exercise these graces. And having 
prayed by his bedside, he withdrew, 
deeply impressed with a conviction of the 
composure, meekness, and submission 
with which he bore his trying sufferings. 
Shortly after this interview. Lord Erroll 
requested his sister, Lady Isabella 
Wemyss, to communicate to Mr. Byers 
the following message. " Oh ! tell Mr. 
Byers, though I could not speak, how 
sincerely I felt all he said to me out of 
that_blessed book he had in his hand ; 
and that my whole trust is in my Saviour. 
I hope it is not presumption in me, when 
I say that, were my spirit to depart this 
I night> I feel that, through the precious 
; blood of my Saviour, I should be re- 
I ceived by him into heaven, there to rest 
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in peace : not for myself: do not think, / 

dear Beasy ; for I know what a sinner I 

am ; but Christ is all in aU to me now. 

I would not change my sick and dying 

j bed for the condition of all those who are 

in prosperity in this world. I feel that 

; God has sent me this illness in love : that 

he has given me time to feel faith in its 

fulness. And oh ! how gratefully I thank 

. God for this greatest of all blessings. And 

; tell Mr. Byers I do lift up my heart in 

; prayer often, very often : and God hears 

j and comforts me." He also expressed 

' how deeply he felt Mr. Byers' kind, but 

earnest manner ; and added, ^* Mr. Byers 

is so in earnest, which I like : and all he ; 

says is comforting." To this message, / 

which had been accompanied by a note 

from Lady Erroll, Mr. Byers returned 

the following answer : — 
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Wednesday. 

Dear madam, 
Wai you oblige me by conveying 
to Lady Isabella Wemyss my cordial 
thanks for her kindness in transmitting 
to me the substance of Lord ErroU's 
highly interesting and most affecting con- 
versation with her ? It has cheered me 
more than I can ewpress. Every senti- 
ment, which, on this occasion, fell from 
his lips, seems to bear upon it such a 
stamp of sincerity, is so characterized by 
simplicity of mind, and so indicative of 
filial affiance, and christian submission, 
that it cannot fail of affording X/oyou the 
sweetest consolation. Indeed, it appears 
little short of a heaven-sent message ; an 
answer to the prayerful solicitude evinced 
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in your note on Sunday afternoon ; an 
assurance of the safety of his soul, and 
his interest in all those good things which 
^ Grod has prepared for them that love 
him." 

To me, with the sense I entertain of 
the solemn responsibility which attaches 
to my ministrations at a sick bed, and 
the affectionate interest I take in dear 
Lord Erroll, it is, I assure you, most 
satisfactory f and warrants me in endea- 
vouring, as often as I may be permitted 
the privilege of seeing him, to direct 
his mind almost exclusively to that " ful- 
ness of joy which is in God's presence, 
and those pleasures which are at his 
right hand for evermore," With my 
very kind regards to his Lordship, and my 
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christian remembranqes to Lady Isabella 
Wemy^s, 

I remain, 

Dear Madam, 
Your very faithful servant, 
Sparks Byers. 

Mr. Byers now continued his visits 
daily ; and on Saturday was with him 
twice : on this day, at seven o'clock in 
the morning, a perceptible change took 
place, and he was perfectly aware that 
he had but a few hours to pass 
in this world of sorrow and suffering. 
About nine o'clock he inquired for his 
children ; of whom he took a most affec- 
tionate leave. In the afternoon, when 
he was supposed to be very near death. 
Lady ErroU, who was kneeling by his 
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j bed-side, said, " Do you trust iu the / 
/ Lord Jesus ?" he answered with a most 
f beautiful smile, " Yes ; and in Him 
j alone.'* j 

Among other scriptural expressions 
which occasionally escaped his lips he 
quoted the psalmist's words, *^ Thyj;od 
and thy staff they comfort me.*' At 
one time he turned in the most gentle 
manner to Sir David Davies, his medical 
adviser, and said, " This is death ; but I 
assure you I woilld not exchange what 
I now feel with any human being:" and 
added mudh more to the same effect. 

On Lady ErroU's appearing much af- 
fected, he observed, " Do not cry ; are 
you not happy ? Oh ! I am ^o happy !" 
He begged her and Lady Isabella to 
close his eyes, saying, ** When you do so. 
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recollect, I shall be the happiest creature 
in existence." He evidently experienced 
a great desire to depart, and repeatedly 
asked Sir David Davies to feel his pulse ; 
and when told that it was stronger than 
it had been an hour before, he said, " Oh ! 
do not say so, I so long for the regions 
of brightness." And on asking Lady 
Isabella Wemyss when she thought all 
would be over, and her answering, " in 
God's own good time,'* he smiled, as if 
perfectly satisfied to await the joyful 
summons. He received much comfort 
froi^ the reading of the 13th, and four 
following verses, of the seventh Chapter 
of the Revelation of St. John : — 

" And one of the elders answered, 
saying unto me. What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes ? and whence 
came they? 
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V 

'* And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said unto me. These 
are they which came out of great tribu- 
lation, and have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the 
I^amb. 

" Therefore are they before the throne / 
of God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple : and he that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. 

" They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more, neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat. 

*' For the Lamb, which is in the midst 
of the throne, shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters: 
and God shall wipe all tears from their 
eyes." 

And, on these verses being read to 
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him by Lady Errall, a few hours before 
his death, he begged her to repeat them* 
Nothing can be more strikingly signifi- 
cant of a renewed heart than the plea- 
sure which he here jnanifested in con* 
templating the joys of heaven. Nor is 
it surprising that he should have desired 
this passage to be repeated : recording, 
as it does, such a glowing vision of the 
unseen world — such a representation 
of that *' far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory," which is the possession 
of those who, " through much tribulation, 
enter the kingdom of heaven :"— a sub- 
ject which, at such a moment, must have 
been especially in unison with his 
thoughts, and feelings, and desires. He 
also took much delight in the perusal of 
the xxiii. Psalm. And the li. Psalm he 
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likewise frequently irequested his sister, 
Lady Isabella Wetnyss, to read to him. 
This is another tnost pleasing testimony ■ 
to the progress he had made in the divine 
life ; for such a comprehensive record of 
true penitence, such a vivid portraiture ; 
of a convicted sinner, such powerful i 
effusions of a broken spirit, and a con- j 
trite heart, are all so peculiarly calcu- 
lated to prostrate self in the dust, as to 
be wholly uncongenial to any but a con^ 
verted man. i 

He begged Lady ErroU and Lady / 
Isabella Wemyss each to place a book in / 
his coffin, and mentioned to the latter I 
his wish that she would select " Thoughts 
of Peace for the Christian Suflferer," a 
little book which had been his constant , 
companion for some time ; and out of 
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which, many times in the dead of night, j 
for several nights during the last week, : 
he had begged Lady ErroU to read the . 
most cheering passages. He also sug- : 
gested to Lady ErroU that she should 
make choice of a work which contained 
a selection of prayers which they had 
used together, and which included a very 
beautiful prayer for their children. 

Although at all times during his ill- 1 
ness, he exhibited much patience under 1 
his suflFerings ; yet towards the close of \ 
his life he seemed more than ever alive i 
to the necessity for self-control, and 
more anxious to bear with unmurmuring 
submission whatever he was called upon 
to endure. On one occasion he said, 
" I am afraid I am fretful ; but when I 
think of what our Saviour suffered for 
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US on the cross, I should not complain." 
Indeed nothing could more satisfactorily 
attest the change which divine grace had , 
wrought in him, than the mastery which 
he had acquired over himself, and the 
jsonsideration and tenderness he mani- 
fested towards those around him. - 

About an hour before his death, he 
turned to LadyErroU, and begged her to 
read the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah ; a 
portion of the Bible, which, throughout 
his illness, had afforded him great com- 
fort. And what could have been more 
cheering to his heart, and more appro- 
priate to his state, than this prediction ; 
in which is comprehended within the 
narrow compass of a few verses, the im- 
measurably important, highly interesting, 
and deeply touching annovLwc^assoX. ^*v 
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that Stupendous work whereby Christ, 
by the one offering of himself for ever, 
expiated the sins of the worid, and ob- 
tained eternal redemption for believers ; 
and which closes with such an exhibi- 
tion of the Redeemer's triumphs — such 
a declaration of his victory over the 
great enemy of mankind, as cannot fail 
to enkindle in the breasts of all his ran- 
somed people a hope full of glory ? 

About six o'clock on Sunday tnoming 
all suffering seemed to cease, and he 
sunk into the calmest slumber; from 
which he never awoke : but felling into 
Lady Erroll's arms, his spirit passed into 
the presence of the God who gave it. 

For this momentous change he seems 
to have long been preparing. It was 
remarked, when at Barham Court, as far 
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back as Chrfetmas, 1844, tbat he did not 
enter into the usual festivities of the 
season with the pleasure he had evinced 
on former occasions. In a conversation 
at Slaines Castle, in August, 1845, in 
answer to some passing remark on 
the subject of sorrow and suffering, and 
its influence in subduing the heart, and 
giving a right direction to the thoughts 
and feelings, he observed, in the most 
impressive manner, that there was no^ 
thing which led one to think more 
seriously than sickness and suffering. 
And on a subsequent occasion, in Paris, 
when speaking of the different aspects 
under which religion presents itself to 
differently constituted minds, he ex- 
pressed his surprise that any one who 
had true faith in Christ could feel gloom; 
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for he could only say for himself ^ that ^ 
since, during his long illness, he had been \ 
brought to feel it sincereh/y he had en- 
joyed a happiness which he had never 
before known; and then added, ** Though 
I am now so weak, I cannot feel melan- 
choly." 

These circumstances mark the pro- 
gressive work which grace was carrying 
on in bis soul ; the manner in which his 
affections were gradually weaned from 
those earthly things in which he had 
previously taken so much interest — ^those 
worldly pleasures in which he had for a 
season so largely participated — and the 
steps by which he was brought to see 
the utter insufficiency of all sublunary 
things to satisfy the demands of an im- 
mortal soul. 
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And it may here be remarked, that so 
completely had he withdrawn his mind 
fromtheconsiderationof temporal affairs, 
and so anxious was he to maintain this 
entire abstraction from everything of a 
secular character, that on one occasion, 
when an important subject, then before 
Parliament, was mentioned ; and it was 
proposed to read the debate on it, he 
immediately declined the offer, saying 
that he had done with the world, and 
did not wish to be in any way drawn 
back to it again. 

In this state of patient expectation,^ 
he seemed to wait the approach of that 
moment in which his spirit would be 
summoned hence, without a fear for the 
safety of his immortal soul : — to realize 
something of that humble reliance and 
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that blessed assurance which caused 
the apostle to declare, " I know 
whom I have believed ; and I am pre- 
suaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against 
that day." 

The day star which had shone into 
his heart, and whose rising beams we 
have traced in the course of this narra- 
tive, now dissipated every cloud. The 
hope and peace which he possessed, if 
they could not wholly banish sorrow, 
and triumph over suffering, yet so illu- 
mined the passage from time into eter- 
nity, as to (enable him, through the sha- 
dow of death, to behold the realities of 
heaven. 

And in the strength of that faith, 
which is the twin grace of this hope, and 
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the foundation of this peace, he was 
permitted, with increasing confidence, 
to avouch his trust in the Lord Jesus^ 
and in Him alone, _^ 




THE END. 
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